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282 Journal of American Folk-Lore. 

Curiosita popolari tradizionali pubblicate per cura di Giuseppe Pitre. 
Vol. X. Saggio di Novelline, Canti ed Usanze popolari della Cio- 
ciaria. Per cura del Dott. Giovanni Targioni Tozetti. Palermo : 
Libreria internazionale Carlo Clausen. 189 1. 8vo, pp. viii., 108. 

This volume, which continues the extensive series edited by Pitre, in- 
cludes popular tales, songs, and customs. Among the latter may be noted 
survivals of ancient Roman usage in funeral ceremonies, namely, the con- 
damatio, or lamentation at the time of death, and of the aena novendialis, 
or funeral feast on the ninth day. In the districts treated of, a dying per- 
son is not allowed to expire in peace : friends gather round him with wails 
and cries to the Madonna, beseeching her to rescue the life of the sick 
man ; immediately after the decease, a feast is arranged, usually held on 
the eighth day, which is supposed to be effective for the purposes of conso- 
lation, and at which the relatives are entreated to lay aside their grief, eat, 
drink, and make merry. 

W. W.N. 

Chansons Populaires de la France. A selection from French Popular 
Ballads. Edited, with Introduction and Notes, by Thomas Frederick 
Crane, A. M., Professor of the Romance Languages in Cornell 
University. New York and London: G. P. Putnam's Sons. 1891. 
i2mo, pp. xxxix., 282. 

This dainty and charming little volume will give as much pleasure by its 
contents as by its appearance, highly creditable to the progress of Ameri- 
can book-making. The popular ballads of France, discovered only in the 
middle of the present century, are so simple, sweet, and unconventional, 
that, to an English reader, they serve as an agreeable contrast and relief 
to modern French lyric poetry. Professor Crane has included in his selec- 
tion more than eighty pieces. In his Notes he has furnished references 
for the student, and given some account of the comparative history of the 
songs. The Introduction states the questions connected with the ballads, 
often of a difficult and complicated character, as respects their date and 
origin. Professor Crane expresses himself cautiously, for the most part 
being satisfied to cite the opinions of recent scholars. Gaston Paris has 
lately argued that the epic elements of the ballads date only from the 
fifteenth century. This view appears to the writer of this notice not easily 
defensible : he considers that many of the themes of the ballads represent 
a period antedating the twelfth century. This, however, is rather a mat- 
ter of inference than of proof. The popular poetry of Europe is a treasure 
for all time, and, as Professor Crane suggests, will have a permanent influ- 
ence on literature. The highest authority in France, Gaston Paris, has ex- 
pressed his admiration of Professor Crane's book, adding that France itself 
possesses no collection of folk-songs so pleasing and well arranged. A 
prettier volume for a present could not be found. 

W.W.N. 



